Determination of the thalidomide analogues 2-(2,6-dioxopiperidine-3-yl)phthalimidine (EM 12), 2-(2,6-dioxopiperidine-4-yl)phthalimidine (EM 16) and their metabolites in biological samples.
A rapid and sensitive method for quantitative analysis of the thalidomide analogues EM 12 and EM 16 and their metabolites has been developed. Following an optional extraction, samples were analysed by reversed-phase high-performance liquid chromatography with ion depression. The recovery of the extraction procedures was 65-80%. The method has been applied to pharmacokinetic studies in small laboratory animals and in vitro model experiments.